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Happy 60 years Kanreki, Al! Welcome to Japanese traditional ceremony to celebrate the rebirth to your
second life! Although it seems controversial to celebrate being aged for 60 years, the rebirth to be a fresh baby
is nice! Now you are free to choose any destiny you like! I experienced it about ten yeas ago, and my new life
has started. I can assure you that is true! There will be a lot of "fringe benefits" that you have not expected.

Please enjoy your new life with Mrs. Singer.

As it is a tradition to give a short story from the oldest person, I will give you one story which came to my
mind.

The most secret place where Buddha rests is called mount Shumisen. This mountain is guarded by four
guardian gods, "Shitennou".

If you happened to go to a big temple in Nara, the ancicnt capital of Japan, you will certainly sce the statues
of "Shitennou". My most favorite ones are in Kaidan-in temple, one of the ancient buildings in famous Todaiji
temple complex.

Shitennou in Kaidan-in were made in Tenpyo period in 8th century, by an unknown sculptor, who is, |
think, comparable to Michclangelo. They are indeed the most beautiful masterpieces of Japanese Buddhist art
of this period!

Amongst the four guardian gods, I like the stalue called "Koumoku", holding a writing brush and a scroll of

paper, and believed to have a special ability to view cverything in the world.

The reason why I am mentioning this statuc is that, | thought, that this statue looked like Al Singer, not by
the appearance but by the feeling it has. I don't know why, but every time when I see that statue of "Kou-
moku", it reminds me Al!

Similarly, NIH in Bethesda, I pose that the secret place ol Immunology is guarded by four guardian immu-
nologists "Shitennou", who are Ethan Schevach, Richard Hodes, and Jay Berzofsky, in addition to Al Singer,
all of whom are my good friends. Others of these gods arc called "Taon", "Zoutyou" and "Jikoku". They have
interesting characters corresponding to each Doctor of NILL. [ shall tell them when they celebrate their Kan-

reki.

Now I will tell only your Buddhist guardian god "Koumoku". He is the one who sces the solution of all the
problems of the pcople who ask your help. He will keep saving them in the most gentle and tolerant way. And

he will view the truth of immunology. That is Al Singer!

Keep going your generous way Al! Your gentle warm feeling will keep inspiring your students, who have
gathered to celebrate your rebirth today. And I cordially say "Happy 60 years! The rest of your academic life
be fruitful as ever!"

Your friend as always, Tomio Tada
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